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Gathering from Many Flowers. 


“May strength be given them to publish 
things new and old out of the rich storehouse 
of the Lord’s treasury, for the consolation of 
THe FRIEND’S many readers.” 

Thus writes a subscriber, for the encourage- 
ment of those who conduct the present periodi- 
cal. Similar words also have reached us of late, 
from Maine and California and parts between. 

A steadfast reminder of the truths given 
from the first for our religious Society to up- 
hold, and of the suitableness of those principles 
to the changing circumstances of each gene- 
ration in its season, together with such family 
reading-matter, culled from various quarters, 
as may help to confirm those truths or may 
edify individuals with good and useful informa- 
tion, seems clearly called for amidst the flood of 
indiscriminate and often religiously-misleading 
literature everywhere floating about us and 
ours. Accordingly we have evidences that the 
concern under which the present select sheet 
is issued, though its ideal is not yet reached, 
brings, and ever has brought, to many Friends’ 
households a degree of relief. 

Did time permit, we would gladly ransack 
the stores of the lively literature left by the 
worthies of our own faith, to embellish and 
dignify our pages from week to week. In this 
good work our well-concerned readers can be 
partners and co-workers with us, to enrich our 
columns. But there is also much contemporary 
expression which the universal and saving Light 
is sprinkling over the modern field, that at times 
seems good enough not to lose, and we capture 
it as it flies. We are glad for the prosperity 
of the ever-blessed and the ever-spreading 
Truth, when expressions of it can be accred- 
ited on our pages to periodicals of various 
denominations. Such extracts serve to illus- 
trate the doctrine which we, as a people, have 


80 long proclaimed, that the grace which brings 
salvation has appeared to all men—even that 


Spirit of Truth of which we, as a Society, claim 
no monopoly. 
Society to encourage all others to keep to this, 
to let their light shine by this, and from this 
to let their fruit be found. Accordingly, we 
may rightly be watchful to recognize any fruit 
of the Spirit, in churches as well as in heathen, 
and to approve the things that are more ex- 
cellent in all. 


Truth is proclaimed, “therein,” as said Paul, 
“I do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice,” “‘ What, 
came the Word of God out from you, or came 
it unto you only ?” 
we would continue to refer all denominations 
and welcome evidences thereof in all. Our 
grievance is, not that contemporaries can echo 
sentiments which we can consistently quote, 
but that such instances are so exceptional. If 
our readers appreciated how many thousands 
of lines in our exchanges we have to read over 
for one that we could admit as an extract, the 
jealousy that has said, “We fear some will 
ask, What is the use of being a Friend, if so 
many truths appear in other denominations ?” 
would quickly subside. 
our concern to show to young people that the 
truths which we most sure believe have a recog- 


It is a mission of our religious 


“What then ?”” Through whatever channel 


To Him who is the Word 


It has been a part of 


nition outside also, as of the universal Truth 


and Gospel for man, and are not merely sec- 


tarian as limited to our holding. 

“Therefore, every scribe instructed unto 
the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that 
is an householder who bringeth forth out of 
his treasure things new and old.” May our 
correspondent’s desire for us in this respect 
be realized. But it is due to ourselves to say 
that our considerable number of extracts from 
without our pale has not been so much a mat- 
ter of choice as of necessity. Able and lively 
contributions, will, we hope, reduce that neces- 
sity. 


Baptism by a Material Element. 

The presentation to our readers of a series 
of articles on baptism is concluded in our pres- 
ent number. To our mind, they have seemed 
especially terse, fresh in their mode of pre- 
sentation, and the fruit of a long and careful 
search and reading. Points open to criticism 
may have escaped the notice of the writer, one 
of whose thoughts, in submitting his essay to 





the scrutiny of our readers, was, that any ob- 
servations helpful to its truth or improvement 
might be forwarded to him for the benefit of a 


pamphlet edition, should one be published. 




















The symbol of water baptism, which is held 


as the most universal condition and bond of 
church membership and fellowship throughout 
Christendom, serves, in reality, as the greatest 
divider and separater of the churches. Dis- 
putes about baptismal regeneration, wide sepa- 
rations between advocates of sprinkling and 
immersion, ardent controversies as to infant 
or adult baptism, must continue to defeat the 
heartiness of all plans for church union, so 
long as it is held by the churches that Christ 
intended his baptism to be that of John, with 
water. 
with other carnal ordinances as walls of divi- 
sion, and some beginning may be made of 
Christendom flocking together in the unity and 
baptism of the Spirit and the bond of peace. 
If the modern yearning (especially manifest in 
the late General Missionary Conference) after 
a union of the churches is to get much satis- 


Banish the water as a dividing sea, 


faction, it must be realized above the plane of 
these unspiritual obstructions. 

The administration of these so-called sacra- 
ments, including the mediatorship of the cove- 
nant of marriage by a pastor, requires that some 
man stand in the capacity of a priest. Abjure 
sacerdotalism as any denomination may, it 
adopts it when it expects a pastor to adminis- 
ter these rites. 

The practice of water baptism, which began, 
a few years since, to be pushed among profess- 
ing Friends in some sections, has apparently 
experienced a lull. The requisite machinery 
of pastorism not being generally developed as 
a system, the movement was premature. The 
conduits so available for the baptismal tank 
are now getting deliberately laid, and what 
guarantee do the modern leaks in principle 
show that the water will not be duly turned 
on? 

The urging of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
which has been so earnestly carried on of late, 
might be expected to supersede all thoughts of 
a mere carnal baptism. But, strangely enough, 
the most conspicuous preachers of their doctrine 
of the Holy Ghost baptism have made them- 
selves fresh inlets of water baptism upon sec- 
tions professing our name, having essayed to 
begin in the Spirit, and later on to be made 
perfect by the flesh. “Strangely enough,” we 
said, but not altogether strangely when we ob- 
serve that the same literalism of texts upon 
which they throw themselves is at the bottom 
of both procedures. Accordingly we see in the 
signs of the times no place of assurance for the 
preservation of our religious Society save on 
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its ancient foundation livingly occupied by us 
in the Spirit. 





THE article quoted in our present number on 
Graduating Dress, or “the Commencement 
Gown,” relieves us of a serious concern, which is 
perhaps, more effectively expressed as coming 
toour graduating classes through another chan- 
nel. There are many burdened parents among 
us who try to bear up with a smiling face under 
the expenses which the expectations of gradu- 
ating classes extort from their children. For 
the sake of parents who cannot afford the 
usual taxation, will not the rich members of 
the classes set a standard kindly adapted to 
the means of families in straitened circum- 
stances ? 





Concerning the Commencement Gown. 

Not very many weeks will elapse before our 
young girls, by the hundreds and thousands, 
will be going forth from high schools and col- 
leges to “commence” life inearnest. At least 
this is what their carefully prepared essays— 
and todo them justice—their own belief, would 
lead us to expect. 

Because these schoo] days are now drawing 
to a close, in countless homes the necessary 
preparations for the final event are being made. 
The dress, shoes, gloves, flowers, are to be pro- 
vided. The parents of these girls are deter- 
mined that their daughters shall look as well 
as any other daughters have looked. To ac- 
complish this end, every effort is put forth. 
The extra expense, coming on topof other ex- 
penses, seems a hard one to meet. The father, 
who mayhap is worried about other bills, won- 
ders how he will be able to meet an additional 
one ; the tired look already on his face deepens 
a little. If you should suggest to him that he 
oppose any unnecessary expenditure, he would 
refuse. That is a way most fathers have. 
They think nothing is too good for their daught- 
ers, and that a suitable setting to the winsome 
young face on this, which isso far the greatest 
occasion of her life, is only her meed. The 
word “suitable” to him, means whatever the 
girl and her mother most desire. He will cheer- 
fully work over hours, undertake extra burdens, 
cut down his own expenses, in order that the 
suitable may be obtained. 

Then what about the mother? The tired 
look on her face also deepens, for she has 
doubtless lain awake at night, wondering how 
a little can be saved here, a little there, in 
order that the graduating gown of her daughter 
may compare favorably with the gowns of 
Susie, Nellie, Sarah and the rest of the class. 
Poor mother! She has worn her own old worn 
dress till it can be neither turned nor combined 
with anything else. Still she will willingly, 
nay gladly, wear it another season in order that 
this graduating gown may be in perfect style. 
If she is perforce obliged to make it herself, 
how many weary hours, when she should be 
doing absolutely nothing, are spent in ruffling, 
tucking, trimming this dress for commence- 
ment. 

We see the overburdened father and the 
wearied mother making these efforts, and we 
turn to pour out the vials of our wrath on the 
poor young graduate-to-be. We forget, look- 
ing down from the heights of wisdom that ma- 
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turity is supposed to bring, that she is really 
not much more than a child. She has been 
busy with books, and probably knows but little 
of the struggles and burdens that may fall on 
her too soon. She has never thought of the 
extra expenses of this season, because she has 
been so taken up with its triumphs to be. The 
girl is not absolutely to blame, because she 
does not think until it is too late. 

Neither are the parents wholly to blame 
for the natural pride we have just set forth. 
But, after all, the mother (poor, tired soul !) 
is the one on whom falls the burden of setting 
this matter right. Of course, the young girl is 
to be dressed in white—nothing else is thought 
so pretty or so suitable. Do the mothers realize 
all the dainty, sheer white things that cost 
from eighteen cents a yard up to whatever 
they wish to pay? The fresh, delicate beauty 
of the ordinary American gir] needs no setting. 
Let the mother take the daughter into her 
confidence and show her the need for retrench- 
ment. There is not a true-hearted girl any- 
where who for mere show will add to her 
father’s burdens or her mother’s anxiety. 

And as to looks—the cheap white looks just 
as pretty, the cheap lace is just as dainty. And 
as for the girl herself (bless her heart) the 
cheaper dress is every whit as becoming, and 
the bright face is only the brighter because 
those faces in the audience toward which she 
most proudly glances, are not careworn and 
wearied, but reflect her own happiness and her 
own triumph.—Presbyterian. 


Letter of Morris Cope to a Young Friend. 
LONDON GROVE, Chester Co., 
Eleventh Month 5th, 1868. 

My dear young Friend—Since thou hast made 
thy transition from to thou hast 
very often been the subject of my earnest and 
affectionate solicitude, not only for thy future 
welfare, but for thy present preservation and 
permanent establishment in the principles and 
testimonies of the unchangeable truth as pro- 
fessed by the religious Society of Friends. But 
many of which are too lightly esteemed by not 
a few of its professing members at the present 
day, who are evidently disposed to eat their 
own bread, and wear their own apparel (live as 
they list, and do as they please, evading the 
cross which they appear to esteem but as fool- 
ishness) yet claiming and clinging to the name 
of Friends, to take away their reproach. 

I can therefore in justice to my own feelings 
and the cause of truth do no less than affec- 
tionately entreat thee carefully to guard against 
every species of assimilating to the manners 
and maxims of the world, which may be thrown 
in thy way, and which are esteemed by too many 
as being so small and trifling as not to be 
worthy of observance in the present enlight- 
ened state of society, and particularly in Eng- 
land and America. I do not thus write to dis- 
courage thy perserverance and progress in be- 
coming master of those sciences which very 
laudably claim our attention, and are well cal- 
culated under proper restriction, and with the 
blessing of Providence to elevate and enlighten 
the mind of man ; and not only so, but to hum- 
ble him under a reverential sense of his own 
nothingness, and incapacity of himself to do 
any good thing that will procure his own hap- 
piness or redound to the glory and honor of his 
great and worthy name, whose we are and 
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whom we ought to serve ; as from Him all our 
earthly as well as spiritual blessings are boun- 
tifully bestowed ; and who can, as in amoment 
(shall He see meet so to do) confound and con. 
fuse all our ideas and faculties, and completely 
frustrate our most sanguine desires ; placin 
us at once in no better or more comfortable 
condition than the Babel builders of old who 
set about building a tower, the top of which 
should reach the heaven. 

I think 1 know and understand something of 
what I write, by experience, having been a stu- 
dent at school where no pupil but myself wore 
the plain garb of a Friend, and where I wag 
the oniy individual who confined himself to the 
use of the plain, scriptural, grammatical lan- 
guage of the singular pronoun when addressing 
but one individual. 

And I can now say without any boasting, but 
purely for thy encouragement, that I then 
found great peace and consolation of mind, for 
so doing was respected for the consistency of 
my language with appearance, and appearance 
with my profession, by my fellow students, 
And now in the evening of life, when I reflect 
and take a retrospective view of the morning 
of my day,and remember the tender dealing 
and merciful support of my Heavenly Father 
in seasons of deep trial and proving ; my heart 
is often made thankfully to acknowledge that 
it was of his mercy that I was neither forgot- 
ten, nor forsaken, by Him who regardeth every 
effort of the very hindermost of the bleating 
lambs of his flock ; yes, surely, his tender merey 
is from everlasting to everlasting to those that 
obey and serve Him ; and his righteousness to 
children’s children to those who keep his cove- 
nant, and remember his commandments, to do 
them. Well, had I faltered and flinched, and 
let fall my testimony when a schoolboy, how, 
or when could I have regained it? Would not 
dwarfishness have certainly ensued, and all the 
greenness and spiritual life I then possessed, 
been scattered to the winds? 

But I was then mercifully favored to see 
that one departure from the simplicity of the 
truth would open a door, and make way for 
another. And now persuaded I am, that in no 
time of life, are the monitions of truth, the 
pointings and convictions of the grace of God 
which brings salvation, if so co-operated with, 
more sensibly felt than in the innocency of 
youth, before the fierce passions of manhood 
have ripened and gained an ascendency which 
can hardly yield to the convicting intimations 
of religious duty. By listening to, and obeying 
the still small voice, not vocally heard, though 
distinctly understood by those who are willing 
to be instructed in the school of Christ, [He 
giveth more grace.] But the opposing spirit 
will strive to arm the man of self with weapons, 
which must all fail him in that solemn day of 
reckoning which awaits us individually. 

So that my object in thus writing to thee, 
my dear young Friend, is purely for thy em 
couragement in best things ; fervently desiring 
that in all thy getting, thou may get wisdom 
and understanding. As we read, and I believe 
it, that, “the fear of the Lord, is the beginning 
of wisdom ; and to depart from iniquity, that 
is understanding.” 

This acquired, then a good, sound scholastic 
education, sanctified and adorned with the pre- 
paration of grace, will make the man an orna- 
ment to society, beneficial to mankind in gen- 
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eral, a neighbor and friend to the afflicted, happy 
within himself, a comfort to his family, and 
a Christian prepared for the enjoyment of life 
here, and of heaven and happiness hereafter, 
when his earthly pilgrimage shall terminate. 

I shall be glad to receive a letter from thee 
at any time. Defer not, on account of age, 
neither withhold that which the truth may 
prompt thee to communicate. 

And believe me to be sincerely and affec- 
tionate as ever thy well-wishing friend, 

Morris Cope. 
Baptism. 
(Concluded from page 340.) 

A sect called Bogomiles, who rejected out- 
ward baptism and acknowledged only spiritual 
Neander, Vol. Iv., | Communion were discovered in 

P. 556. ; Constantinople, many of them 

in the families connected with the court. Their 
leader Basilius was burned A. D. 1119. Others 
were imprisoned, yet they spread secretly over 
the Greek Empire. 
Vol. 11.,p.104 | Mosheim says: The Eastern 
churches continued to be infested with such 
fanatics in the twelfth century, and the Latin 
sects were still more numerous 
than the Greeks. The Cathar- 
ists were a numerous faction in Bulgaria, and 
spread almost over all Europe under various 
names, who all agreed in rejecting baptism and 
| the Lord’s supper. Brethren and 
| Sisters of the Free Spirit took 
their denomination from the words of St. Paul 
(Rom. viii: 2,24). In Germany they were some- 
times called Begards and in France, Beghines. 
They rejected baptism and the supper as no 
longer useful to them. They spread rapidly in 
Italy, France and Germany. They were mostly 
poor people and lived upon alms while on their 
missionary journeys. Great numbers, rich and 
poor, embraced their teaching and forsook the 
dominant church. Loose and abandoned charac- 
ters, men and women, feigned to be “ Brethren 
and Sisters” and mimicked their ways for evil 
purposes. The Inquisition checked the career 
of this sect and kept records which show 
badly against them. But they inadvertently 
admit some cardinal virtues which indicate the 
existence of many more never to be told. In 
Neander, Vol. IV., | the south of France dissent- 
Cyclopedia Ameri. | TS called Albigenses became 
can and Brittanica | more powerful than the ruling 
church. They were condemned by four coun- 
cils, but still continued to increase until about 
A. D. 1215 when they were exterminated hy a 
horrible war and the inquisition. They were 
distinguished generally by their strict and 
blameless lives, by abhorrence of oaths, war 
and punishment by death and for their hospi- 
tality and beneficence. They accepted baptism 
spiritually and rejected the sacraments. 

In other parts of France similar Christians 
were called Bulgarians. In Italy they were 
called Paterens. In Germany they were called 
Catharists and in derision were called “ Good- 
men.” 

How is it that these dissenters appear to 
have lived better lives without the sacraments 
than their enemies did with them? What is 
the testimony of observation in our day. Are 
those beatitudes which Jesus pronounced in 
his sermon on the Mount better observed by 
the Romanists who have seven sacraments than 
they are by Protestants who have only two, 


Vol. I11., p. 107 
Vol. LII., p. 108 


Vol. Ill., p. 270 





and better observed under two sacraments than 
they are by the Quakers and other sects who 
have none. If this is the case it is strong 
evidence in favor of the belief that Christ or- 
dained the sacraments, but if the reverse is 
found to be the case then suspicion arises that 
the sacraments are not Divine but human im- 
positions which divert from the Divine. There- 
fore do some Christians get along quite as well 
or better without them. Neither the word 
sacrament nor any synonym thereof occurs in 
the New Testament nor in the writings of the 
fathers until the third century. There were 
no sacraments then as there are now, there- 
fore no necessity for such a name. Sacrament 
was the pagan name for a military oath and 
was ruled into its present position by apostate 
Christians. The Ante-Nicene Fathers and Eu- 
sebius inform us that water baptism was a pro- 
lific cause of discord and division among the 
early Christians. It still sorrowfully distracts 
the loving children of our one Father. These 
lamentable conditions must inevitably continue 
until such shadows are dissolved by Divine 
brightness in that day which we rejoice to be- 
lieve is now dawning. 
CONCLUSION. 

That water baptism, circumcision and many 
other ceremonies were ordained by God for 
Israel is evident from Scripture. That these 
ordinances were fulfilled in Christ is likewise 
evident. He took them out of the way and 
nailed them to his cross. Still they were per- 
mitted for a time unto Israel, and we do not 
presume to deny their permission to some even 
until now, for a thousand years with the Lord 
is as but one day. As children of the light we 
ever respect and regard every manifestation of 


that light to mankind in all ages of the world 


whether to Jew or to Gentile or to people un- 
known. We realize that there has been an in- 
creased revelation of this light, and believe as 
our Saviour taught that it will continue to 
increase as we are able to bear it, and in pro- 
portion to that increase will symbols and sacra- 
ments pass away. 

How can we doubt that our Saviour with his 
last word here upon earth had in view his own 
glorious baptism of the Holy Spirit when He 
commanded his apostles to preach among all 
nations repentance and remission of sin in his 
name with power from on high. This power 
from on high was the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit which He had previously promised his 
apostles and disciples when He said: “John 
indeed baptized with water, but ye shall be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.” They had to 
tarry at Jerusalem and be baptized with this 
baptism themselves before they could go teach 
all nations baptizing. Power from on high was 
the one requisite to administer this one bap- 
tism. They baptized with water before this 
power was fully manifest at Pentecost, and 
continued to baptize in the same way after 
Pentecost. 

This power is never mentioned in connection 
with water baptism, but it is often connected 
with preaching the gospel. These same con- 
ditions continue until now. Power from on 
high is not yet necessary to administer water 
baptism. Although this power came in fulness 
at Pentecost, yet Paul and legions more have 
received this power since Pentecost. 

Farrar says : “ This miracle is not transient, 
but is continuously renewed. Not to a narrow 





apostolate in an upper chamber at Jerusalem. 
It is a vivifying wind which breathes hence- 
forth in all ages. It revived the world. It is 
the power of an endless life. A tide of life 
which is rolling and shall roll from shore to 
shore until the earth is full of the knowledge 
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. In 
this aspect the outward symbol sinks into sub- 
ordinate importance.” 

We think in this aspect the outward symbol 
sinks entirely. There are many Scripture testi- 
monies that the apostles were instrumental in 
baptizing with the Holy Spirit. 

To strangers scattered throughout Pontus, 
t Peteri: 1,12 | Galatia, Asia, Cappadocia and 
Bythinia the gospel was preached with the 
Holy Spirit sent down from heaven. Were 
not these scattered strangers of many lands 

1Peteri:1,12 | baptized with Holy Spirit by 
gospel preaching as Christ intended when He 
commanded his apostles to go teach all nations, 
baptizing them into the name of the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit? 
tThes.i: 5 | By Paul’s ministry the Thessal- 
onians received the gospel in power and in the 
Holy Spirit. Paul preached to the Corinthians, 
1 Cor. ii, iv | “ Notin the enticing words of man’s 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the spirit and of 


power.” As Christ commissioned his apos- 
Luke xxiv, 49 | tles, Paul preached with power 
Actsx:44 | fromonhigh. As Peter preached 


to the household of Cornelius the Holy Spirit 
fell upon all who heard. This household of 
Cornelius to whom Peter preached; the Thessal- 
onians and Corinthians to whom Paul preached, 
and the scattered strangers of many lands who 
received the gospel with the Holy Spirit sent 
down from heaven and legions more not men- 
tioned were all baptized with Holy Spirit 
through gospel preaching ,as Christ intended 





Mark xvi:15 | When He commissioned his apos- 
ey tles to go preach the gospel to 


every creature. Preach among 
all nations; preach to the people; 
go teach all nations baptizing. But tarry ye 
at Jerusalem until endued with power from on 
high. 

How very weak it seems, and how entirely 
foreign even to think of water in connection 

Actsi:18 | with these last words of our Sav- 
iour. He is indeed with his dependent children 
in this our day. While He baptizes them with 
Holy Spirit immediately, He also uses many 
and varied means and instruments. Upon ser- 
Acts vii: 18 | vants and handmaidens is the Holy 
Joel vii: 28 | Spirit now poured out as foretold 
by the prophet Joel and by John the Baptist 
and promised by Christ. 

Sons and daughters do now prophecy with 
Acisx:45 | power from on high. We admire 
Acts xi:16 | and wonder as did Peter at this 
baptizing power, and we remember the word of 
the Lord how He said, “John indeed baptized 
with water; but ye shall be baptized with 
Holy Spirit.” 


Matt. xxviit: 19 
Luke xxiv: 49 














May we not regard the position of teacher 
as truly in every respect a ministry for God, a 
real missionary work? It is to be earnestly 
hoped that the first requisite in the selection 
of teachers will be the all-important one, 1. e., 
that of personal relationship with God. The 
teacher cannot guide the scholar to a fountain 
of which he has not tasted himself, and no 
amount of intellectual training will enable him 
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are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowl- 
edge.—.J. M. Richardson. 





Concerning the Doukhobors. 


Taken from the translation of letters lately 
received by Joseph S. Elkinton to Fifth Month 
14th, 1900. 


KIRILOFKA, April 15. 

May the Lord bless your great work to us, 
your brethren in the Lord Jesus Christ. Peace 
and grace be unto the workers and followers of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, remembering the com- 
mandment of our Lord before his crucifixion. 
Our dear and never-to-be-forgotten friends and 
brethren and sisters and your small children, 
we greet you all witha loving heart and with 
best wishes for eternal happiness in the Heav- 
enly Kingdom seeing the Lord face to face. May 
the Lord bless a hundredfold your great benev- 
olence to us poor wornout strangers. Our love 
and thankfulness to all kind benefactors. We 
have received your letters and your help—133 
bags of flour, 27 bushels of wheat, 7 bushels 
of oats, 50 bushels of potatoes, 375 pounds of 
wool, milk one box, garden seeds, flax, and 
money, 20 dollars. All this we have divided, 
to each soul in our village alike. For all this 
we heartily thank you, and may the Lord save 
you that you do not leave us without assistance 
in our need, and count us as your brethren. 
We pray and ask our Lord to keep you in 
health, and our little children with tears send 
up praise to the Lord. God hear our prayer 
and that of our children, and may He provide 
for your kind people in his heavenly kiagdom. 

Dear friends, we wish you all grace irom 
our Lord. To all our brothers and sisters from 
the community of Kinlorka. 

Your brother, 
IvAN NIMANICHIN. 
SASKATOON, SASK. 


In another letter from Nimanichin he uses 
this language: 

“You help my needs and my sickness, so it 
must have pleased the Lord that I should have 
such suffering for His name’s sake. I lost all 
my property, and was in exile for two years, 
and there got cold and took severe malaria ; 
through that I lost my health. The Spring is 
nearing, all the brethren are going to work, 
and I am still sick.” 


VILLAGE PETERSPESIA, April 11. 


Your letter sent to us received, for which 
we rejoiced over and over, and thank you for 
all your care about us, and all those who are 
sufferers for the faith of our Lord. 

I send you my hearty and deep greeting 
and wishes of all good from the Lord our God. 
You ask about my children who are exiled in 
Siberia. From my loved son, Peter Virigin, I 
have lately received a letter which was very 
dear to us, the first letter we received in 
Canada. He is alive, and awaiting the time 
when the Lord will grant them liberty, and 
those sons which are in Irkutsk we often re- 
ceived letters from. Ivan H. and Fredie W. 
Prokoffi and Wasyl and Gregory and all the 
brethren are there, but well, and tell us they 
are very lonesome for us, and pray the Lord 
that we may see one another again face to 
face. Our brethren and sisters send greeting 
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to lead his pupils to the feet of Him in whom | and love for all kindness from you. We live|to consider the abolition of the system of 


in love and Christian community. 
ANASTATIA VIRIGIN. 
VILLAGE PetrorKA, April 15th. 

I will tell you that with the money you sent us 
we have bought two cows for the poor of our 
village. May the Lord be with you. * * * * 
Yes, it is true, it is a very poor village, but 
they live in community; they have no rich. 
Not long since we received money from Tol- 
stoi. That money, 60 dollars, has been divi- 
ded, 40 cents each, so that if a man has six 
souls he has received $2.40. In like manner 
we have divided the flour, wool, sugar and 
money, only out of what you sent us we bought 
two cows. The 20th of March the cattle went 
out to graze; the 25th of March we began to 
plow the garden and sow wheat. The pota- 
toes we will begin the first of May. The seeds 
have been divided. 

I send you my best greeting, 
WASYL HASILEUKOFF. 

It may also be stated that an account has 
been received of a distribution of condensed 
milk in village Kirilofka. No. 1, 66 tins; No. 
2, 39 tins; No. 3, 39 tins. 

The following is taken from a Canada paper 
under date of Ottawa, May 7: 

In the House of Commons James Sutherland 
said that the Government had taken measures 
to prevent Doukhobor immigrants leaving 
Canada and going to California. As soon as 
the report reached Ottawa that an agitation 
was being promoted against Doukhobors to in- 
duce them to move to California, communica- 
tion was had with the gentlemen interested in 
bringing them out here, and the department 
was advised that each of these persons and 
Count Tolstoi, with whom the authorities com- 
municated, write strong letters to the Douk- 
hobors urging them on no consideration to 
leave the Northwest, as they felt certain that 
they would achieve greater success than in the 
United States, and the Interior Department 
officials interviewed those likely to move, and 
persuaded them to stay. . 


The Doukhobor Committee having only a 
partial load of goods on hand for that people, 
would inform Friends that it is their purpose 
to send off a car about the first of Sixth 
Month, and any who have further contributions 
for them will please send forward as early as 
possible. Two members of the committee are 
expecting to visit the Doukhobors about the 
middle of next month, and will give attention 
to the distribution of such articles as Friends 
may desire to send. 


Siberian Exile. 


The abolition of transportation and exile to 
Siberia in the great majority of cases in which 
that punishment has been inflicted heretofore 
is provided for in a bill just passed by the 
Russian Council. Exile without a fair judicial 
trial is also abolished. The reform has been in 
contemplation by the Russian Government for 
a long time, but the opening of Siberia to the 
settlement of free colonists by the construc- 
tion of the Trans-Siberian Railway has hast- 
ened the action of the Council. On May 18, 
1899, the day upon which the Hague Peace 
Conference opened in pursuance of the Czar’s 
initiative, that ruler appointed a Commission 
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transporting convicts to Siberia, to suggest 
other forms of trial and punishment for offend- 
ers, and to report a plan for the improvement 
of the lot of persons who are in exile in Sibe- 
ria at this time. 

The amelioration of the Russian exile sys. 
tem is due to a number of causes acting to. 
gether. The changed conditions in Siberia, 
which makes it desirable to remove the stigma 
which attaches to a penal settlement; the pres- 
sure of public opinion outside of Russia, in- 
spired by the writings of George Kennan and 
other travelers; the manifest injustice of in- 
flicting punishment for crime by processes 
more or less arbitrary and barbaric, and doubt- 
less the pacific and liberal disposition of the 
present Czar, unless he is a consummate actor 
and a monster of insincerity, have had much 
to do with hastening the reform of an odious 
institution. 

The ruler who “for humanity’s sake” initi- 
ated The Hague Conference movement could 
not be oblivious and indifferent to the horrors of 
the Russian penal system, and could not claim 
to be a consistent humanitarian if he did not 
bring his limitless power to bear for the re 
form about to be instituted. It is a great 
stride in the progress of the country. It will 
give to the reign of the present Czar some- 
thing of the eclat which the decree emancipa- 
ting the serfs, affecting the condition of 20,- 
000,000 Russians, gave to the reign of Alex- 
ander II. Stepniak says that the material con- 
dition of the serfs has not been improved by 
emancipation, that the benefit of the decree 
was “purely moral.” If so the mission of the 
Czar, who seems to be a monarch who wishes 
to deserve the good will and loyalty of his 
subjects, will not end with the improvement of 
the Russian penal establishment. 

The transformation of Russian institutions 
is not attainable immediately. Officialdom is 
there slowly influenced by public opinion, if 
indeed public opinion can be said to exist in 
Russia. It has no voice through the press. 
Everything depends upon the enlightenment, 
clear sightedness and moderation of the rul- 
ing monarch. The construction of the Trans 
Siberian Railway is the conception of a far- 
sighted ruler. He thereby makes a pathway 
through a vast, inaccessible portion of his 
realm for the world’s commerce, and for the 
entrance of the shrewd, observing and inquisi- 
tive travelers who follow the beaten roads of 
trade. This railway will probably do more for 
the betterment of Siberia, its convicts and free 
colonists, and for the removal of Russian penal 
abuses, than all that has been written about 
these matters. It is fortunate for Russia that 
she is ruled bya sovereign who responds to the 
logic of events.—Public Ledger, Fifth Mo. 16. 


“WHEN certain strange words come to our 
ears from those who are certainly living in the 
life of God, let us seek to understand whether 
what we hear is a new gospel, or a further in- 
sight into the everlasting Gospel. This is often 
no easy task, but it is one of great importance.” 





“OF course real principle must not be sac- 
rificed, but then we must remember to be honest 
with ourselves, and not allow ourselves to dig- 
nify with the name of principle that which is 
really only a matter of judgment and prefer- 
ence touched with self-will.” 
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Silent Waiting Upon God. 


When we contemplate the glorious attri- 
butes of the Most High, his wisdom, power and 
goodness, and the dependent state of man, we 
are led to believe that Divine worship is an es- 
sential part of man’s duty to him, as from a 
reasonable creature to a merciful and bounti- 
ful Creator ; and that he hath an undoubted 
right to adoration and obedience from such 
dependent beings, agreeably with the com- 
mand: “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy 
God, and him only shalt thou serve” (Matt. 
iv: 10). 

This is acknowledged by Christians of all 
denominations who believed it right to assem- 
ble at stated times forthe purpose of worship; 
although they differ widely as to the manner of 
it. It is not my intention in this essay to ex- 
amine the different modes of worship practised 
in the world, but to point out the advantage 
that may be derived from true silence, and how 
necessary it is for receiving a just sense of 
our particular states and duties, as also its 
consistency with the gospel dispensation. 

A congregation of people sitting down in 
silence, and sometimes continuing so through- 
out the meeting, hath been matter of wonder 
to many, and the subject of various conjectures 
and remarks. Some have concluded that all 
the time so spent hath been lost, and that no 
edification was to be received from it. Others 
have exclaimed, What does these people mean? 
and then have endeavored to account for it by 
supposing that because there are divers things 
among other professions which we cannot re- 
concile or unite with, so we have chosen this 
form as distinguishable from them. Silence 
in worship is in itself very simple, and there is 
something in it little understood and much de- 
spised by most professors of religion. If upon 
investigation it has no ground to support it, 
let it be done away with ; but if, on the other 
hand, it has sufficient foundation both in Scrip- 
ture and reason, then let mankind embrace it, 
and receive all the benefit resulting from it. 
There is this advantage in true silence, that 
the enemy cannot counterfeit it ; there is no 
exercise whatever where self is moreshut out. 

The silence which we are engaged to pro- 
mote both by example and precept, is not 
merely a cessation from words, or a settling 
into outward stillness, for that may be ac- 
quired by habit, and the mind still left at large, 
ranging among created objects, a stranger to 
the true object of worship, and to that rest 
which is prepared for the Lord’s people. It is 
a silence of the mind wherein living faith 
(Heb. xi: 6) is essentially necessary ; the aw- 
fulness and benefit of which state are better 
felt than described. 

Here the soul is prepared to worship in new- 
ness of life; from which must come anything 
that is rightly spoken, either in the way of 
preaching, prayer, or praise, or it cannot reach 
the state of a congregation ; because when 
such as are in this state maintain the watch, 
and abide under the influence and power of the 
Spirit, they become co-workers therewith; and 
their spirits are baptized into a sympathy with 
the state one of another; and the Spirit of 
Truth, which is the principal object in their 
view, being lively and powerful, arises and 


* Reprint of his pamphlet published in Edinburg, 1811. 


spreads from vessel to vessel, until it fre- | vine worship embraceth three principal ob 
quently becomes to these as a flood bearing | jects; first, the testifying of our duty to, and 
down all opposition. dependence upon our great and generous Bene- 
That work under the gospel is a spiritual | factor, in whom we live and move and have 
exercise, adapted to a spiritual dispensation, | our being: secondly, the renewing of our spi 
appears evident from the concurring testimo- | itual strength in him; and thirdly, the edifica- 
nies of the sacred writings; and is the sub-|tion one of another. These objects ought 
stance of that ceremonial worship figured | always to be in view in all our religious meet- 
forth and practised under the law, but contra-| ings; and first—Our duty as finite creatures, 
distinguished from it, and set forth as far ex-|to a merciful and bountiful Benefactor. [f 
celling it both in nature and degree. we contemplate the greatness and majesty of 
After our Lord’s ascension to that glory} Him who formed and upholdeth all things; 
which He had with the Father before the world | who is King of kings, and Lord of lords; who 
was, He condescended to declare, “Behold, I | only hath immorality, dwelling in the light 
stand at the door and knock: if any man hear | which no man can approach unto; who dwell- 
my voice, and open the door, I will come into | eth in the high and holy place, and inhabiteth 
him, and will sup with him, and he with me” | eternity; of whom the prophet said, “Before 
(Rev. iii: 20). Now, as this visitation is in| the mountains were brought forth, or ever 
spirit unto the heart or soul of man, can any | thou-hadst formed the earth and the world, 
thing be more consistent with the nature of | even from everlasting to everlasting thou art 
things than to sit down in awful silence; hav-| God” (Psalm xc: 2); under such a sense of the 
ing the attention of the mind steadily fixed | supreme Majesty, who is glorious in holiness, 
on that which visiteth ; waiting in faith for | and fearful in praises, the profoundest adora- 
the springing up of divine life in the soul, ac-| tion and worship are called for, and we be- 
cording to this promise, “I will come in,” | lieve are witnessed in solemn silence. But it 
As man happily experiences this, he can sit} it to be noted, the work of faith is opposed by 
under his own vine, and under his own fig tree, | the power of darkness (Eph. vi: 12), and though 
where none can make him afraid. it may sustain close conflicts, set forth by “the 
When our Lord conversed with the woman | fiery trial;” yet as it continues to be exercised 
of Samaria, she appeared desirous of knowing | in the power of God, it will obtain the victory, 
the true place of worship, saying, “Our fath-| and that saying of Christ will be explained, 
ers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, | viz., “If ye have faith as a grain of mustard- 
that in Jerusalem is the place where men | seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou 
ought to worship: Jesus saith unto her, Wo-| removed, and it shall be done” (Matt. xvii: 20; 
man, believe me, the hour cometh when ye | xxi:21). This brings to the second thing to be 
shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jeru-| considered, namely, the renewing of our 
salem, worship the Father: ye worship ye| strength in the Lord. 
know not what: we know what we worship:”| When our Lord was reasoning with the Jews 
“but the hour cometh, and now is, when the | on the subject of his divinity, and of that di- 
true worshippers shall worship the Father in| vine life which He came to restore and raise 
spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh | up in the soul of man; in order to turn their 
such to worship him. God is a spirit: and| views to Him the source of life, He said, “La- 
they that worship him must worship him in| bor not for the meat which perisheth, but for 
spirit and in truth” (John iv; 20-24). This} that meat which endureth unto everlasting 
passage points out, in-the first place, the ne-| life; which the Son of Man shall give unto 
cessity of knowing the object of our worship;| you, for him hath God the Father sealed.” 
and secondly, that He must be worshipped in| “The bread of God is he which cometh down 
spirit and in truth. from heaven, and giveth life unto the world.” 
The apostle said to the Philippians, “We are | Again, “I am the bread of life; he that cometh 
the circumcision which worship God in the | to me shall never hunger; and he that believ- 
spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no | eth on me shall never thirst” (John vi: 27, 33, 
confidence in the flesh” (Phil. iii: 3). They|35). From all which we infer, that it is his di- 
were therefore come to the substance of the | vine nature or spirit that He is calling them to, 
former shadowy dispensation. It is not con-| agreeably to his own saying, “The words that 
sistent with the nature of things for one|I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are 
shadow to point out another, but always the sub- | life” (Ib. vers. 63). Is it not then evident that 
stance: hence it is said; ““ We are the circum- 
cision which worship God in the spirit:” not 
retaining any of the old rituals, or having any 
confidence in the flesh. Then doth it not ap- 
pear most consistent with the dignity of the 
gospel, and the solemnity with which divine 
worship ought to be performed, to sit down in 
awful silence, and wait to feel the mind di- 
vinely influenced? when if any pray, it will be 
with the spirit, and with the understanding 
also : for, if in the primitive church, men so 
highly dignified as they were with the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit, knew not what to pray for as 
they ought, but as the Spirit helped their in- 
firmities, with groanings which could not be 
uttered (Rom. viii: 26); then let it not seem|and lin him. As the living Father hath sent 
strange that we should also be unable to pray | me, and I live by the Father, so he that eateth 
without spiritual assistance. me, even he shall live by me” (Ib. ver. 51. 
Assembling together for the purpose of di-| 54-57). As this evidently pointeth out Divine 














































































































the Father’s love to bring the soul to Christ is 
highly profitable, if not indispensably neces- 
sary? especially if we consider what Christ 
hath said, “No man can come to me, except 
the Father which hath sent me draw him” 
(John 6: 44). Again, “I am the living bread 
which came down from heaven; if any man 
eat of this bread he shall live forever: and the 
bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will 
give for the life of the world.” ‘““Whoso eat- 
eth my flesh and drinketh my blood, hath eter- 
nal life;” “for my flesh is meat indeed, and my 
blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my 
flesh and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, 




























silently waiting for the drawing influence of © 









Zg22562 |1 


~_— =r me os or 


ant at tt ae at ee at 


_. Sa CU; 





=e 


at 


Teo ee Rs Get Vl. VP 


a Oo 


wo Ta 





Fifth Mo. 19, 1900 THE FRIEND. 351 


eee 


yirtue inwardly communicated, and received | the truth as originally professed by Friends. The 
through faith, as a source of support adapted feeling of general unity in principle, and of mutual 
to the soul, and whereby spiritual strength is condescension in love throughout the two meetings, 
renewed, so it clearly manifests the necessity hate men oe wa agpegpe or age aa 
of a watchful, attentive disposition in order to Mpeg Bw y blessed 


: 2 eee considerable, and in some instances with large 
receive — een eS eee and what families, and celibacy is not enforced by artificial 
state so suitable as that of awful silence? 


tal a . . standards of living, the prospect of the meetings’ 
The receiving of the quickening virtue of 


ot | declining in numbers is naturally far out of sight. 
Christ in our souls, and feeding thereupon, is | Whether in education or in character, the influence 
represented by eating and drinking, which is 


of Friends as Friends is widely marked throughout 
actually possessing the means of life; not re- 


the region. We trust a succession of standard 
iving it in a figure or representation, but the | bearers may not be lost, through loss of individual 
can thing ane an our a said, “He that gifts in a = oe leaning on the gifts of 
eateth me, even he shall live by me” (John vi: present standare bearers. _ 
57). This is that spiritual food prepared for Notes from Others. 
the soul’s sustenance, even in its militant, pro- ah ae : 
eos : . 2 he as Dr. Brooks of Chicago stated that “in Chicago 
a a, san aden eee ee alone there are two hundred thousand Poles with 
, . thing to read in thei tive | but an- 
of it but in the recollection, or the experience spebdetle eeiat ee ee ey ee 
of other men; but as the body stands in need 
of daily supplies of food, in order to its retain- 
ing a proper degree of health and vigor, so 
the soul doth require to be daily fed with that 
heavenly food, to be nourished up to eternal 
life. 


Bureau has figured up what it cost the government 
to get rid of Cervera’s fleet at Santiago and Mon- 
tojo’s as Manila. 

It took 7,000 projectiles to bring Cervera to 
terms, and Dewey’s fleet used up nearly 6,000 before 
Manila. Dewey’s ammunition cost about $45,000, 
and Sampson’s about $100,000, the guns in the 
latter case being larger. The Spanish-American 
war has been the cheapest on record. 

The Civil War cost the federal government over 
$3,500,000,000 ; our Revolution cost Great Britain 
$600,000,000; England’s war with France, which 
culminated at Waterloo, used up over $4,000,000,- 
000; the Napoleonic wars of France cost $1,250,- 
000,000, and the Franco-Prussian war cost France 
$1,600,000,000. During the last three hundred years 
it is computed that Great Britain has spent the re- 
spectable sum of $6,500,000,000 in her various 
troubles with other countries; and this without 
reckoning in the cost of the war with the Boers. 

















































SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 


Unirep States.—A statement of the gross receipts at 
fifty of the principal post offices for Fourth Month of this 
year, as compared with a similar period of 1899, shows 
an increase of $255,655. The increase at Philadelphia 
was $43,011. 

The books of Charles J. W. Neely, treasurer of the 
Cuban Post Office Department, show a shortage of $75,- 
000. It is suspected that $400,000 worth of surcharge 
stamps entrusted to Neely to be destroyed were issued in 
part and the money added to his private account. If 
this was done, it is strange that the fraud was not no- 
ticed, for the discarded stamps were entirely different 
from the new ones substituted. Neely is in the United 
States, but his arrest and deportation to Cuba is expected. 
An investigation into the Post Office Department is in 
progress and many of the officials are implicated in the 
robbery. 

The published statements of the War Department show 
that Captain E. F. Ladd, Treasurer of the island, paid to E. 
G. Rathbone, Director General up to Twelfth Month 31, 
1899, between $218,022 and $420,028, when the Post Of- 
fice Department had no knowledge that a deficit existed. 

During the last ten months the exports of merchandise 
from the United States exceeded the imports by $450,- 
495,141. 

The Supreme Court has decided the inheritance tax 
provision of the War Revenue act to be constitutional, 
and ruled that it applied to legacies only. 

The Populist National Convention, at Sioux Falls, nom- 
inated William Jennings Bryan for President and Charles 
A. Towne for Vice President. 

The Middle-of-the-road (anti-fusion) faction of the 
People’s party, in National Convention at Cincinnati, 
nominated Wharton Barker, of Philadelphia, for Presi- 
dent, and Ignatius Donnelly, of St. Paul, for Vice Presi- 
dent. 

In the poll of New York Presbyterian ministers taken 
by a New York paper over 60 per cent. favored a revision 
of the creed, and about 13 per cent. were non-committal. 

According to Salt Lake City figures, the number of 
Mormons now in existence is 360,000. 

While the production has increased with great rapidity 
in other countries, in none has the copper industry de- 
veloped so rapidly as in the United States. 

New gold fields rivaling in richness the deposits of 
Cape Nome will be opened to American miners, if the ex- 
pectations of the members of the Russian expedition, 
which arrived in New York on the 12th inst., on the 
Campania, on its way to Northeastern Siberia, are ful- 
filled. 

Hooley, the English promoter, has nothing to do with 
the plan. George D. Roberts, who is a veteran California 
miner, will be a member of the exploring party. Roberts 
has made a study of gold deposits in sea sand and has a 
plan for extracting the gold from the frozen tundra. 
The expedition will sail from San Francisco about Sixth 
Month Ist, after the Russians have conferred with the 
Russian Minister at Washington. It will return about 
Eleventh Month Ist, and expects then to be able to make 
a complete report of the possibilities of the region. 

Roberts says that from information which he had re- 
ceived the deposit of gold in the Siberian coast promises 
to be the most valuable ever discovered. 

Miners who have visited the Siberian coast by stealth 
have reported that it is practically the same as the Nome 
coast, consisting of a strip of beach, behind which lies a 
tundra or belt of gold bearing sand, which has been 
thrown up by the action of the waves and frozen. 

“IT should judge that the gold output from Cape Nome 











Christ declared Peter a happy man, not because 
he was the rock himself, but because God the Father 
had revealed this truth to him, which flesh and 
blood, that is, unaided reason, could never discover. 













The first important act of the Methodist General 
Conference at Chicago, which began its session 
there the latter part of last week, was a unanimous 
vote giving equal representation in the general 
conferences to laymen with the clergymen. This 
was a victory in a contest which had been waged 
for more than a hundred years. 

In the seventy-fifth annual meeting of the Ameri- 
can Tract Society, the president, reviewing the 
year’s work, said no society exists which has done 
so much to distribute literature through the world. 
A summary of work of the year showed the litera- 
ture of the society had been translated into 153 
languages and dialects; 49 permanent publications 
were added to the list; the aggregate number of 
the seven periodicals issued by the Society during 
the year was 2,099,300e The aggregate amount of 
gratuitous distributions during the year has been 
to the value of $16,385.54, and 63,386 family visits 
were made, and 39,319 volumes sold or given away. 


(To be concluded). 











THOSE are the best Christians who are more 
careful to reform themselves than to censure 
others.— Fuller. 













Items Concerning the Society. 


A party claiming to be Russian Mennonites, who 
have been sojourning with Friends at a meeting in 
Ohio, are pronounced by them to be imposters 
against whom Friends elsewhere should be warned. 

















Eliza H. Varney writes of her prospect of leaving 
Pasadena, California, to reach her home in Bloom- 
field, Ontario, at the end of the present month— 
thus concluding her winter’s religious visit in 
California. 














The complete Journal of John Woolman is about 
to be published in London “at a price within the 
reach of everybody ”—an illustrated edition, con- 
taining unpublished letters, an index, bibliography, 
etc., at fifty cents; and a popular edition with 
Whittier’s introduction and appendices at about 
twelve cents, if ordered before publication, of 
Headley Brothers, 14 Bishopgate Without, E. C. 












According to George Bird Grinnell’s book on “ The 
Indians of To-day,” there are on this continent 
nearly 400,000 Indians. For 267,000 of these the 
United States is responsible. The Indians of this 
continent are divided among 59 families, which are 
differentiated by their language stocks, and among 
them there are 800 tribes. Some of these families 
are extinct, and others nearly so. Two-thirds of 
those now in existence are confined to the Pacific 
slope. The Algonquins, with whom the Pilgrim 
fathers fought, are the most important family. 
There are 100,000 survivors of these, but most of 
them live in Canada. There are 40,000 Eskimo, 
rapidly diminishing on account of disease and the 
use of liquor. 















MEETING FOR FRIENDS IN PARIs.—We have re- 
ceived a request to extend to American Friends 
who may be coming over to Paris for the Exhibi- 
tion that “a Friends’ meeting will be held every 
First-day morning, at eleven o’clock, in the “Salle 
Evangelique,” 59 avenue de LaBoureonnais, on the 
south side of the river Seine, and close to one of 
the entrances to the Exhibition, the Porte Rapp. 

“As in similar meetings at the last Exhibition, 
there will be entire freedom as to the use of either 
the French or English language, and whenever it 
is felt to be desirable, messages given in one lan- 
guage can be interpreted into the other.” 

Also that Justine Dalencourt, who has for some 
years past arranged for the holding of a Friend’s 
meeting in Paris, is willing to receive as boarders 
on moderate terms, young women visiting Paris 
during the Exhibition, at moderate rates, in her 
training home at 67 rue du Theatre, Grenelle, Paris. 



















AN AGNostic DISQUALIFIED AS A WITNEsSS.—In 
a Philadelphia Court Magistrate Eisenbrown re- 
cently gave an opinion confirming an objection 
that had been raised against the legal competency 
of Professor F—— as a witness. The magistrate 
said: “The principal witness offered by the prose- 
cution was Prof. F——, who admitted that he did 
not believe in a God. Asan officer of justice I am 
mindful of the fact that Christianity is a part of 
the common law doctrine in Pennsylvania. With 
propriety therefore, I can never admit in my court, 
humble though it be, the evidence of any man who 
does not believe in a God, especially when he asks 
that a defendant shall be committed to imprison- 
ment. The testimony of Prof. F—— cannot be 
deemed as of valid force.” 



















A brief visit, which ended in the past week, 
to Friends of Rich Square Monthly Meeting in 
North Carolina, found a very general unity of feel- 
ing among young and old, to worship on the basis 
of the original principles of Friends. Attempts to 
encroach upon that have been, and would be, seri- 
ously resented by young as well as older members. 

ey have learned to want nothing better than 












THE Cost ofr WAR.—The United States Ordnance 
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N. Walkely, of Seattle, Wash. 

A railroad man says that there is no limit to the size 
of the American locomotive, and “as long as heavy rails 
can be secured, just so long will engines grow. Some of 
these days we will be using 200 pounds rails and locomo- 
tives twice the size of those now in use.” 

A number of wool growers have leased from the Union 
Pacific Land Company nearly a million acres of land in 
Colorado, which will be used as a winter range for sheep 
grazing. This is the largest transaction of the kind 
which has been made in this country. 

The timber supply of Georgia has been estimated by 
lumbermen of that State as sufficient to last only nine 
years at the present rate of sawing, 2,600,000 feet daily. 

At the Washington Park fishery on the Delaware be- 
low Philadelphia, 12,000 shad were taken on the 14th 
inst., in six hauls. 

The most disastrous fire in the history of Camden oc- 
curred on First-day afternoon in the central section of 
the city, and before the flames were under control prop- 
erty variously estimated in value at from $150,000 to 
$175,000 was in ashes or damaged so badly as to be 
valueless, and about twenty-five families were rendered 
homeless. 

There were 494 deaths in this city last week, reported 
to the Board of Health. This is 23 less than the previous 
week and 67 more than the corresponding week of 1899. 
Of the foregoing 260 were males and 234 females; 69 
died of pneumonia ; 56 of consumption; 35 of heart dis- 
eases; 25 of inflammation of the brain; 23 of measles; 18 
of diphtheria ; 17 of inflammation of the stomach and 
bowels; 16 of convulsions; 15 of typhoid fever; 14 of 
old age; 12 of inanition; 12 of marasmus; 10 of nephritis; 
9 of debility; 9 from casualties, and 8 of Bright's disease. 

Markets, &c.—U. S. 2’s, 993 a 100; new 2’s, 1023 a 
1034; 3’s, 108% a 1094; 4’s, 1144 a 115; new 4’s, 1334 
a 134%; 5’s, 1124 a 113. 

CoTron was quiet but steady on a basis of 10$c. per 
pound for middling uplands. 

FLour.—Winter, super., $2.25 a $2.40; Pennsylvania 
roller, straight, $3.25 a $3.35; Western winter, straight, 
$3.30 a $3.45; spring, straight, $3.35 a $3.60; city mills, 
straight, $3.35 a $3.50. Rye FLouR—$3.15 a $3.40 per 
barrel, as to quality. 

GraIn—No. 2 red wheat, 70 a 71c. 

No. 2 mixed corn, 41 a 41}c. 
No. 2 white oats, clipped, 294 a 30c. 

Beer CATTLE.—Extra, 54 a 58c.; good, 54 a 58c.; me- 
dium, 4% a 5c.; common, 43 a 43c. 

SHEEP AND LaMBs — Extra, 5$ a 5gc.; good, 5 a 5ic.; 
medium, 44 a 4$c; common, 3 a 4}c.; lambs, 5 a 7c. 

Hocs were best Western, 74 a 7#c.; others 7 a Thc. 

ForEIGN—At a meeting of the Primrose League, held 

on the 9th inst., Premier Salisbury said : “ Mr. Gladstone, 
in an evil moment, for the fame of the country and for 
his party, attached himself to the idea of the separation 
of England and Ireland. It is unnecessary to say that the 
legacy to the Primrose League had also failed. There 
has been a long struggle, but no one can say the Home 
Rule cause presents any elements of sanguine anticipation 
for the future. It might be said that the Irish idea would 
realize and that Mr. Gladstone’s aspirations would be ful- 
filled. But, I do not believe that the causes which have 
once been well beaten have reappeared to any purpose in 
English history, Apart, however, from the fate of the 
former struggles, I am still assured that there is no hope 
of the predominant partner ever consenting to give Ire- 
land practical independence. We have learned something 
from the South African war ; how a disloyal Government, 
in spite of warnings, could accumulate armaments against 
the most powerful combatant, and thus secure a terrible 
advantage. We now know better than we did ten years 
ago what a risk it would be if we gave a disloyal Govern- 
ment in Ireland the power of accumulating forces against 
this country. Mr. Gladstone shattered his own party, so 
that for the moment they are erased and a powerless fac- 
tor in English politics. But it must not be imagined that 
the effacement is likely to be permanent. Hereafter ex- 
ternal affairs will occupy a considerably larger place 
among the problems we have to solve. Not necessarily 
because in themselves they are more important, but if we 
look around we can see the elements and causes of men- 
ace and peril slowly accumulating, and they may accumu- 
late to such a point as to require our earnest and most 
active efforts to repel them.” 

The following despatch came from London on the 13th 
inst : The occupation of Kroonstad practically places the 
whole Orange Free State in British possession. It is evi- 
dent from Lord Robert's despatch that the disintegration 




























































































alone, this season, will be at least $50,000,000,” says P.| to be centring at Lindley, whither President Steyn has 
transferred his government.” 


Buller had moved out in force from Ladysmith and won 
an important victory, driving the Boers from their strong 
positions in the rugged defiles of the Biggarsberg. 


ger’s Peace Envoy, now due in the United States, is em- 
powered to ask the United States to assume a protectorate 
over the Boer Republics, with a view to their eventual an- 
nexation to this country. 


ized a second expedition to West Africa, for the study of 
malaria. 


Spain in 1899. Vines in Spain or France are not worth 
cultivating unless they are grafted with the American 
vine, which renders them proof against the insect. 


last year. 
to the acre, and the sugar results 12.7 per cent. 


sum that pays all the expenses of the municipality, in- 
cluding free schools for the children and a free telephone 
system for the people. 


Vesuvius has been in a state of eruption for the last three 
days, and explosions within the crater have thrown lava 
and masses of rock to a great height. 
eruption was especially violent, and was accompanied by 
menacing rumblings. 


covered in Kirghiz steppes on the eastern shore of the Cas- 
pian Sea immense naphtha springs of a quality which is 
said to be equal to the best American naphtha. 


the great majority of cases in which that punishment has 
been inflicted heretofore is provided for ina bill just 
passed by the Russian Council. 
dicial trial is also abolished. The reform has been in con- 
templation by the Russian Government for a long time, 
but the opening of Siberia to the settlement of free col- 
onists by the construction of the Trans-Siberian Railway 
has hastened the action of the Council. 
18th, 1899, the day upon which The Hague Peace Confer- 
ence opened in pursuance of the Czar’s initiative, that 
ruler appointed a Commission to consider the abolition of 
tho system of transporting convicts to Siberia, to suggest 
other forms of trial and punishment for offenders, and to 
report a plan for the improvethent of the lot of persons 
who are in exile in Siberia at this time. 


tainable immediately. Officialdom is there slowly influ- 
enced by public opinion, if indeed public opinion can be 
said to exist in Russia. It has no voice through the press. 
Everything depends upon the enlightenment, clear sight- 
edness and moderation of the ruling monarch. The con- 
struction of the Trans-Siberian Railway is the conception 
of a farsighted ruler. 
through a vast, inaccessible portion of his realm for the 
world’s commerce, and for the entrance of the shrewd, 
observing and inquisitive travellers who follow the beaten 
roads of trade. 
the betterment of Siberia, its convicts and its free colon- 
ists, and for the removal of Russian penal abuses than all 
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News has reached London on the 14th that General 


Special advices*from Pretoria state that President Kru- 


The Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine has organ- 


The phylloxera destroyed 450,000 acres of vineyards in 


In Germany 1,057,938 acres were seeded to sugar beets 
The yield was about eleven and a quarter tons 


The little city of Orea, in Sweden, owns and operates a 
ursery that brings it an annual income of $150,000, a 


A despatch dated Rome, Fifth Month 8th, says: Mount 
Last night the 


Recently the Russian Agricultural Department has dis- 


The abolition of transportation and exile to Siberia in 


Exile without a fair ju- 


On Fifth Month 


The transformation of Russian institutions is not at- 


He thereby makes a pathway 


This railway will probably do more for 


that has been written about these matters. It is fortu- 


nate for Russia that she is ruled by a sovereign who re- 
sponds to the logic of events. 


More than 5,000,000 persons are being relieved in India. 

Suez Canal receipts for the first quarter of 1900 were 
$4,200,000, against $4,690,000 in the same quarter of 
1899, and $4,235,000 in 1898. 

Advices received from Abyssinia report that extensive 
deposits of coal have been discovered in four different 
districts of that country. 

The number of cases of the bubonic plague officially re- 
ported to Fifth Month 13th, at Sydney, New South Wales, 
is 216, of which 73 have proved fatal. 

The receipts of the port of Havana, Cuba, for the 
Fourth Month, 1900, were $900,357, while the receipts 
for Fourth Month, 1899, were, $859,574. 

A Manila despatch says that Buencamino, at one time 
a member of the so-called Filipino Republican Cabinet, 
who was recently liberated by General Otis, announces that 
he has become reconciled to American sovereignty, and 
that he will devote his influence to bring about peace. 
He has sent a proposed peace platform for the national 
Filipino party to the insurgent leaders in Manila, and to 
the insurgent Generals, including Aguinaldo, in the field. 
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The Argentine Government has sent fifty young mea 


from the different provinces to be educated in the agri. 
cultural schools of the United States. 


In its mineral productions there is no country in the 


world the superior of Canada. They include, coal, 
silver, copper, iron, phosphate, salt, antimony, mineral 
oils, asbestos, nickel, mica and gypsum. 


About 700 Icelanders are coming this spring to take 


up farming in British America in the neighborhood of the 
Doukhobor settlements. 


NOTICES. 


Receipts for Aid of Suffering Doukhobortg 


to Fifth Month 15th, 1900. 


E. F. B., $25 ; G. F., $25 ; Mennonites, Canada, per J, 


E., $5; J. T. B., $2 ; Left at 304 Arch, $11.47. 


Wa. Evans, Treasurer, 252 8. Front St., Phila, 


WESTTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL.—The General Committee 


meet at the School on Fourth-day, the 23rd inat., at 8 
A.M. The Committee on Instruction and the Committee 
on Admissions meet on Third-day, the 22nd inst., at 7 
P. M., at the School. 


Wu. Evans, Clerk, 
WAntTED.—A Friend and his wife or daughter, to take 


charge of the Meeting House and grounds at Lansdowne, 
Delaware Co., Pa. 
be given as compensation for the work. 


The use of a five-roomed house, will 
Address J. R. E., office of THE FRIEND. 





YOUNG FRIEND, twenty-five, married, desires position 


with some responsibility where faithful service will lead 
to advancement. 


Experienced in commercial lines. 
Address “T.” office of THE FRIEND, 


WESTERN QUARTERLY MEETING OF FRIENDS.—The train 


leaving Broad Street Station, Philadelphia, at 7.17 A. M, 
on the 25th inst., will be met at West Grove to convey 
(free of charge) those desiring to attend the Western 
Quarterly Meeting of Friends, to be held at London Grove, 
Chester Co., Pa. 
intending to come would inform by postal in advance. 


It would assist the Committee if those 


TRUEMAN C. Moore, 
Gero. R. CHAMBERS, 


WESTTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL.—F or convenience of per- 


t Committee. 


sons coming to Westtown School, the stage will meet 
trains leaving Philadelphia 7.17 and 8.19 A. m., and 2.50 
and 4.32 p.m. Other trains are met when requested. 
Stage fare, fifteen cents; after 7.30 P. M., twenty-five 
cents each way. To reach the school by telegraph, wire 
Westtown Station or West Chester, Phone 85. 


EDWARD G. SMEDLEY, Sup’t. 


Westtown BoarDING ScHooL.—Applications for the 


admission of pupils to the school, and letters in regard to 
instruction and discipline should be addressed to WILLIAM 
F. WICKERSHAM, Principal. 


Payments on account of board and tuition, and com- 


munications in regard to business should be forwarded to 
EDWARD G. SMEDLEY, Superintendent. 


Address, Westtown P. 0., Chester Co., Pa. 





Diep, on Twelfth Month 9th, 1898, at her residence in 
Fallsington, Pa., Lyp1A B. PRICE, aged seventy-seven years. 
“ Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God.” 

——., on Fourth Month 6th, 1900, at her residence, near 
Fallsington, Pa., SARAH M. BurGEss, in the ninetieth year 
of her age. A beloved member of Falls Monthly Meeting 
of Friends. 

——,, First Month 13th, 1900, ANN SHovE, widow of 
the late Benjamin Shove, and sister of the late Abner 
Potter, in the eighty-sixth year of her age. A member 
of Newport Monthly Meeting, R. I., (formerly of Dart 
mouth, and then of Swansea Monthly Meetings.) None 
knew her but to love her, and during her long life, she 
was always a consistent and conscientious Friend, testify- 
ing in speech and apparel to the principles and customs of 
our beloved Society. 

——., on Third Month 22nd, 1900, Epwin James, in the 
eighty-third year of his age. A member of Westchester 
Meeting and Birmingham Monthly Meeting. 

——,, at his residence near High Point, Guilford Co, 
N. C., Third Month 5th, 1900, Wa. S. RicHarpson, in the 
eighty-fourth year of his age ; an esteemed member 
minister of Springfield Monthly Meeting. He had for 
many years been faithful to uphold by word and example 
what he believed had been committed to Friends a8 & 
































trust by a loving Father, and had travelled in the ministry 
both before removing to North Carolina from Newport, 
R. I., and after becoming identified with Friends of North 
Carolina Yearly Meeting. His sickness, pneumonia, Wa 
but for a few days and his close was calm and 


has commenced. The Free Staters are scattering to their 
homes, while the Transvaalers have gone northward, de- 
clining to fight longer in the Orange Free State. What 
little resistance the former are still likely to make seems 


The advices which have reached Washington from Co- 
lombia indicate that the revolution there has extended far 
beyond its original limits, and is now a serious menace to 
the existence of the Colombian Government. 








